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Make your own quilt using the popular hunter's star pattern with this beginner's tutorial. The original hunter's star quilt was designed with diamond shapes, but it's easy to create the same look with easy half-square triangle units. The quilt finishes at about 72 inches by 84 inches. Add borders or make additional quilt blocks to increase the quilt's size.
The hunter's star design can be confusing because of its layout. Each area that you would normally call a quilt block is really four patchwork sections that are rotated and then joined to create a larger quilt block. A secondary design emerges when blocks are sewn together. Your light and dark may be different from someone else's starting point of
light and dark. For a scrap quilt, the dark and light fabrics don't all have to match. It's the overall contrast in the finished blocks that's important, and contrast can vary when a scrap quilt is assembled. Remember that warm colors, such as yellow, orange, and red, can pop out in the design as much as a dark fabric, including neutrals, such as black, or
cool colors, such as dark blue. Even if you make a quilt with lots of dark fabrics, consider using the same light fabric throughout to add continuity to the design. That's part of the method for choosing fabrics for quilts. 4 yards dark fabric 4 yards light fabric 1 panel quilt backing (82 x 94 inches) 1 panel quilt batting (82 x 94 inches) 340 inches
continuous double-fold binding Thread for piecing and/or machine quilting The Magic 8 method for half square triangle units (HST) is perfect for the hunter's star quilt, even if you're making it scrappy because each of the patchwork sections requires eight HSTs. The method is easy, and the fabric's sturdy straight grain will be parallel to the outer
edges of your HSTs (unlike another HST method that results in stretchy bias edges in those positions). Be sure you understand the Magic 8 method if it's new to you or if you want to make oversize units, and then trim them back to 3 1/2 inches by 3 1/2 inches after assembly. That's a lot of trimming back, so make a few test sets by sewing a scant
(very slightly narrower) quarter-inch seam on a pair of fabrics—one will be marked—and measure the results. Cut 42 7 3/4-inch by 7 3/4-inch light squares, and then cut 42 7 3/4-inch by 7 3/4-inch dark squares. Pair each piece of light fabric with a piece of dark fabric to produce eight 3 1/2-inch by 3 1/2-inch HSTs per pair (336 total). Grab four HSTs,
and arrange them into two rows, as shown in Figure 1 (left). Use straight pins as needed to keep matched seams from shifting. Pay close attention to the orientation of triangles when you make the small patchwork units. Sew the units in each row together and press the seam allowances in adjoining rows in opposite directions. Join the rows and press
either direction, as shown in Figure 1 (middle). The joined HSTs should measure 6 1/2 inches by 6 1/2 inches. Sew a 6 1/2-inch light square to the right-hand side of the HST patchwork, as shown in Figure 1 (right). Press seam allowance toward the plain square. Make a total of 42 rows with light 6 1/2-inch squares. Accuracy is important. Measure as
you go, and make corrections before assembling more blocks. Hunter's Star Assembly Janet Wickell Arrange four HST units into two rows as shown in Figure 2 (left). Sew the units in each row together. Press seams in adjoining rows in opposite directions. Join the rows, as shown in Figure 2 (middle). Press to make a patchwork unit that measures 6
1/2 inches by 6 1/2 inches. Sew a matching (or scrappy) 6 1/2-inch square to the left side of the patchwork, as shown in Figure 2 (right). Press the seam allowance toward the plain square. Make 42 patchwork units in the same configuration. Join the two rows, as shown in Figure 3. Press seam either way. The new block should measure 12 1/2 inches
by 12 1/2 inches. Gather four of your 12 1/2-inch square blocks and arrange them into two rows as shown in Figure 4. Sew the two blocks in each row together, as shown in Figure 5. Press the seam allowances toward the blocks with darkest edges. Join the two rows and press the seam allowance in either direction, as shown in Figure 6. The large
quilt block should measure 24 1/2 inches square. Make a total of nine large quilt blocks. You should have six of the 12 1/2-inch block sections left. Hunter's Star Assembly Janet Wickell Take a look at the right end of Figure 7. That narrow unit is two of the remaining smaller blocks. Sew together in pairs as shown and press towards the dark. Sew
three of the large blocks together side by side and add the narrow unit to the end. Repeat to make two more rows. Press new seam allowances in adjoining rows in opposite directions and join the rows. Mark for quilting if necessary. Sandwich the quilt top with the batting and backing. Quilt the quilt. Remove excess batting and backing, taking care
not to trim away the quarter inch seam allowance that surrounds the top. You may need to square the quilt up a bit if it has become skewed. Sew double-fold mitered binding around the edges of the quilt or finish in another way. Five more 6 1/2-inch by 12 1/2-inch sections would produce three rows of the larger blocks and increase the size of the
quilt. If you prefer that look, make the sections and assemble blocks exactly as you did the others. Hunter's Star Rows Janet Wickell With a few stitches and lots of love, you're sure to create a big top of fun for your baby with this adorable keepsake quilt. Download a photo and the patterns for the Circus Stars Quilt in this four-page PDF. To make the
Circus Stars Quilt Pattern: Download quilt pattern pieces A through E. Be sure you can see grain line and identifying letter. Cut paper pieces out and glue to template plastic. Cut out plastic-backed pieces. Trace pattern pieces onto fabric.From yellow print with black spots, cut 96 of piece A. From multicolored print with faces, cut 48 of piece B. From
red, cut two 31/4 X 50-inch strips and two 31/4 X 70-inch strips for binding. Cut 48 of piece C and 48 of piece D. From picture print on black, cut four 11/2 X 72-inch strips for inner border and 12 of piece E. (Remember that pictures will be placed on quilt as diamonds, not squares. Be sure they read correct way before cutting them out.) From black-
and-yellow stripes, cut six 21/2 X 45-inch strips for outer border; strips should run crosswise.Sew pieces together as series of units, making use of chain piecing. Sew all units before going to next step. For unit CA: Pin 2 of piece A to each piece C. Press seams toward piece C. Make 48.For unit CAB: Pin A sides of unit CA to long side of piece B. Sew.
Press seams toward piece B. Make 48. For unit CABD: Pin piece D to each side of unit CAB. Sew. Press seams toward piece D. Make 24.For unit CABE: Using remaining 24 unit CABs, pin 2 CAB units to opposite sides of piece E. Sew. Press seams toward piece E. Make 12. Pin and sew 1 unit CABD to each long side of unit CABE. Press toward CABD
units (away from piece E). Make 12 blocks. ©2007 Publications International, Ltd.This pattern will help you create each block.Lay out completed blocks in rows of 3. Sew blocks together in rows of 3 blocks each. Press seams to 1 side. Pin and sew each 3-block row to another 3-block row. Make two 6-block units. Pin and sew 6-block units together.
Press seams.Measure quilt from center top down to bottom edge. This is the measurement for borders of 2 longest sides. Cut 2 of picture print strips (72 inches long) to measurement. Pin and sew strips to long edges. Press seams toward border.Measure from center of each long edge across to opposite edge. Cut remaining two 72-inch strips. Pin and
sew to quilt. Press seams toward border.Measure from center of each long edge across to opposite edge. This is the measurement for top and bottom borders. Cut 2 black-and-yellow stripes to measurement. Pin and sew strips to top and bottom. Sew together 2 strips of black-and-yellow stripes to make long strip, about 90 inches long. Repeat.
Measure quilt from center top down to bottom edge. Cut to measurement. Be sure to sew them so stripe pattern continues. Press seams toward border.Fold backing fabric in half, selvages together, and cut along fold. With right sides and selvages together, sew 2 pieces with 1/2-inch seam.Lay backing face down and center batting. Lay quilt face up.
Pin and hand baste. Quilt around outline of stars. Outline prominent figures in picture fabric at center of stars. Quilt stars in red squares that occur where 2 blocks meet, including outside edges (enlarge stars to fit blocks). Trim batting and backing. Sew binding to quilt. Remove basting. Find a baby quilt you love on our Baby Quilt Patterns page.Flip
through our Quilt Patterns to find your next quilting project.Learn How to Quilt or brush up on the basics with our refresher course. The Diamond Star quilt pattern creates a stunning design you'll be proud to display in your home. Featuring a repeat of the Diamond Star quilt block, the finished piece measures about 42 inches square. Download the
two-page Diamond Star quilt pattern as a PDF to print out the pattern. You'll need to enlarge the quilt block at 125%. To make the Diamond Star quilt pattern: Make 16 blocks, and stitch them together in 4 rows of 4 blocks. Add a double border (see Quilt Borders page). Finished size is about 42 inches square. To make the Diamond Star quilt block:
©2007 Publications International, Ltd. The Diamond Star quilt block is truly a standout. A: Cut 4. B: Cut 4, and cut 4 reverse pattern. C: Cut 4, and cut 4 from reverse pattern and contrasting fabric. D: Cut 4. ©2007 Publications International, Ltd. Bold colors are an excellent fabric choice for this block. Stitch B to A, and stitch reverse B to other side
of BA. Make 4. Stitch C to BAB, and stitch contrast C to other side of CBAB. Make 4. Stitch D between B and reverse B; make 4. Stitch triangles together, matching points of A's, to complete block. ©2007 Publications International, Ltd. A combination of pretty prints is another great choice. Like this quilt block? It is part of the Hearts, Bars & Shooting
Stars quilt design. Love the star theme? Make a quilt from our Star Quilt Patterns. Not what you're looking for? Try these: Find a quilt you love on our Quilt Designs page.Flip through our Quilt Blocks to find one for your next quilting project.Learn How to Quilt or brush up on the basics with our refresher course. Mimi Shimp offers quilting classes
both nationally and in Las Vegas, where she owns her own quilting business, Quiltime. She is the author of Twelve Days of Christmas, Stolen Moments, The Garden Club, Hearthside Hangings, More Hearthside Hangings, and numerous patterns. Her quilts have been featured in Quilting Today and The Quilter magazines. Shimp also designs and
makes quilt samples for quilting fabric manufacturers.
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